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It does seem like groundhog day but here we go again for another game at 
the B.E.P stadium this time entertaining Hadley in the Premier Division Cup.  
 
Our opponents are without doubt one of the best teams in the division and 
in my opinion one of the best run and most welcoming clubs we have met 
this year. Both teams will be really wanting to progress this evening with the 
opportunity of of progressing to a semi final a big incentive. We have both 
been asked to endure a gruelling schedule of games which no doubt will 
effect team selections.  
 
Tuesday night against Harefield the level of performance was again excep-
tional to get us another 3 points in our race for the title, we had to work hard 
to break them down and their performance made a mockery of the 9-0 drub-
bing they got from New Salamis a few weeks earlier. Alongside this fixture 
tonight we have 3 league games left and all to play for.  
 
Our supporters were excellent on Tuesday night in their encouragement and 
certainly having you all in large numbers helps the boys get over the line.  
 
Enjoy the game tonight  
 
Mark  

FROM THE MANAGERS OFFICE 
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HADLEY - CLUB HISTORY 

Hadley Football Club were founded in the 1882/83 season. A notable achievement during the early 
years was a 1-0 defeat of Tottenham Hotspur, although Tottenham then was not of the calibre that it is 
now. The 1880's and 1890's were glamour times for Hadley when the club used to attract crowds of 
several hundred to Hadley common. With regret however, the progressive Barnet FC etc. drew players 
away from Hadley. This was at about the turn of the century. Club activities became low key around 
1912 with Barnet FC becoming more prominent. Between these years and 1922 the club was up and 
down like a yo yo. Club fortunes again changed close to World War II and thereafter, with the emer-
gence from the Hadley ranks of the famous Lester Finch who went on to play for Barnet FC and be-
come a full amateur international. Records show an upturn in Hadley FC activities after World War II. 
The club became a member of the Barnet and District League and, from about 1947, played at 
Wrotham Park at the Barnet end of Kitts End Road. Hadley played there until about 1955 when it then 
moved to Barnet Playing Fields in order to "have some better facilities". The club played in the North 
Suburban Intermediate League at this time. 
Still playing at Barnet Playing Fields, the club then joined the Mid Herts League and with Peter Gray as 
1st team manager, we were Premier Division Winners in 1975/76 and 1976/77. We also won the Mid 
Herts Premier Division Shield in 1976/77. Having won the Mid Herts Premier Division twice, the club 
wanted to progress to the Herts Senior County League so therefore moved to a pitch with better facili-
ties in St. Albans Road, Barnet (current home of The Shire London Golf Club). We had one season at 
this pitch before being told that it was no longer available to hire. We won the Herts Senior County 
League Division Three at our first attempt during this season. However, we had to find a new home and 
played at a sports ground in Chandos Avenue, Whetstone (a training base for the England National 
team at the time), until 1985. The club left the Herts Senior County League to join the Southern Olym-
pian League and moved grounds again to play at the Woodside Park Club, Southover, Totteridge. 
In 1992 the club moved to a ground in Brickfield Lane, Arkley, Barnet and re-joined the Herts Senior 
County League in the 1999/00 season. Under the management of Ian Gray, the 1st team won the Divi-
sion One championship in 2001/02 to move up to the Premier Division in 2002/03, where we finished 
mid-table. Mick Hore was appointed manager in 2003/04 and we enjoyed a very successful season with 
the 1st team winning the Herts Senior County League Premier Division and the Herts Senior Centenary 
Trophy. 2004/05 was also very successful with the 1st team retaining the Premier Division title. Success 
continued into 2005/06 with the 1st team winning the prestigious Aubrey Cup. 
In 2006-07 the 1st team finished Runners Up in the Herts Senior County League Premier Division. An 
application to join the Spartan South Midlands league was blocked by the Herts County League, so the 
following season (2007-08) the club played all of its football in the West Herts Saturday League. During 
this season, all Hadley teams (3 teams) won their respective leagues for the first time in the clubs histo-
ry. This included the 1st team winning the Premier Division of the West Herts League with Guy Slee in 
charge, having taken over from Mick Hore at the start of the season. We again applied to join the Spar-
tan South Midlands League and our place in Division Two was accepted for the start of the 2008-09 
season. 
The move to the Spartan South Midlands League saw the 1st team begin groundsharing at Potters Bar 
Town FC, and the reserves and 3rd team continued to use the ground in Brickfield Lane. Ian Gray re-
placed Guy Slee as manager at the start of the season, with Guy having stepped up into the role of 
Chairman, joined on the committee with the arrival of Bob Henderson as Secretary. Our first season in 
the Spartan South Midlands League turned out to be a very successful one with the 1st team gaining 
promotion to Division One at the first attempt after finishing one point behind The 61 FC (Luton). We 
also won the Division Two Cup after beating Totternhoe in the final.  
Our second season in the Spartan South Midlands League (2009-10) surpassed everyone’s expectations 
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when we achieved another promotion after finishing in second place behind Holmer Green. We also 
won two matches in our first attempt at the FA Vase, beating Harpenden Town and then Leverstock 
Green, eventually being knocked out in a tight 1-0 defeat at Stanway Rovers. The 2010-11 season saw 
us again playing at the highest level in the club’s long history (Step 5 of the National League System), 
and we also enjoyed our first ever outing in the FA Cup, drawing 0-0 with Barking before losing 1-0 in 
the replay. Another highlight of the season was playing against Barnet in the 2nd round of the Herts 
Senior Cup, drawing 1-1 after 90 minutes before losing 4-1 in Extra Time.  
In January 2012, long-serving manager Ian Gray stepped down from the role of 1st team manager after 
3½ successful years in charge, having guided the team from Division Two to the Premier Division of the 
Spartan South Midlands League with back-to-back promotions. A new management team was appoint-
ed who were previously with St Albans City reserves. An influx of new players and the guidance of 
player-manager Alexis Nicholas saw us achieve our pre-season aim of staying in the Premier Division, 
as we ended in 15th position out of 22 teams. The start of the 2012-13 season saw Franco Sidoli join as 
1st team manager having also left St Albans City during the summer. Franco was supported by a coach-
ing team of Alexis Nicholas, Lewis Dommett and Hector Varela as we enjoyed a successful season with 
a comfortable mid-table finish and our first ever win in the FA Cup following a 2-0 victory over 
Hertford Town. We also reached the final of the Premier Division Cup when we were unlucky to lose 3-
2 against Aylesbury United (After Extra Time), having taken the lead twice in the match.  
At the end of the 2012-13 season, Franco Sidoli stepped down as 1st team manager due to a change in 
work circumstances for 3 out of 4 people in the management team, including himself, which would not 
have allowed them to give 100% commitment to the job during the forthcoming season. The club ap-
pointed Geoff O'Vell as the new 1st team manager, who had previously been 1st team manager at 
Colney Heath, Hoddesdon Town and Broxbourne Borough. Geoff was joined by Assistant Manager Paul 
Surridge and coach Mark Mezen. A highlight during this season was drawing Watford FC in the 1st 
Round of the Herts Senior Cup. We lost 2-0 with goals from Luke O'Nien and Bernard Mensah securing 
the win for Gianfranco Zola's Championship side. We had mixed fortunes during the 2013-14 league 
campaign and although an improved end to the season saw us make a late climb up the league table 
to finish just below mid table, the club decided that a restructuring of the team management was re-
quired at the end of the season. This saw Geoff O'Vell and his management team leave the club. 
At the start of the next season (2014-15) Micky Hazard was appointed as the new 1st team manager. 
As a player, Micky was a member of the Tottenham team that won the 1982 FA Cup and UEFA Cup in 
1984. He also went on to play for Chelsea, Portsmouth, Swindon Town and then Tottenham for a sec-
ond spell. Since the end of his playing career, Hazard was Youth Academy Coach at Crystal Palace and 
was also involved on the management team of Sevenoaks Town and Hoddesdon Town. Micky was 
joined by the return of Franco Sidoli, Lewis Dommett and Hector Varela who were all well-known to 
the club as, along with Alexis Nicolas, they formed our 1st team management team during a successful 
2012-13 season. The first season in charge for our new management team was very successful as we 
ended in 9th position in the Spartan South Midlands League Premier Division - our highest ever finish. 
We surpassed this in the following season (2015-16) as we ended in 6th position in the league and we 
also won the Herts Charity Shield for the first time following a 3-1 victory over Tring Athletic in the 
final at the County Headquarters, Letchworth. 
The 2016-17 season saw the return of our 1st team to Brickfield Lane in Arkley, Barnet, following over 
£500,000 worth of facilities improvements and eight years of groundsharing with Potters Bar Town. 
Ground improvements included the installation of floodlights, a spectator stand, new fencing and 
pathways, pitch drainage installation, a new car park and the refurbishment of the pavilion clubhouse 
and changing rooms. This was made possible thanks to grants and donations from the Football Stadia 
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Improvement Fund, Sport England, the Peter Harrison Foundation, the Happy Charitable Trust, Village 
Healthcare and the Back2Barnet campaign. A highlight of our first season back in Barnet was an out-
standing FA Cup run, eventually being knocked out in a Third qualifying round replay against East-
bourne Borough who went on to beat Aldershot Town in the next round. 
The 2017-18 season saw a change of first team management with Anthony Clark being appointed in 
October 2017. As a player, Anthony appeared for Southend United before playing at a high standard of 
non-league football with teams including Hendon and Wealdstone. A very strong end to the season 
saw us finish in sixth place, our joint highest ever finish. The 2018-19 league campaign was our most 
successful in the Spartan South Midlands League Premier Division, finishing in 3rd place, missing out on 
the Runners Up spot by goal difference. 
In the summer of 2019, following correspondence with the Football Association, a lateral movement 
saw Hadley FC moved to the Essex Senior League for the 2019-20 season after 10 seasons in the Spar-
tan South Midlands League. This move was part of the Football Association's ongoing restructuring of 
the National League System and their move towards a "pure pyramid". A highlight of the 2019-20 sea-
son was reaching the Third qualifying round of the FA Cup, equalling our best ever run from the 2016-
17 season. We eventually lost at Havant & Waterlooville, but getting that far in such a prestigious com-
petition was an excellent achievement by Anthony Clark's team. Unfortunately, due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, the season then ended early and was declared null and void. Similarly, the 2020-21 Essex 
Senior League season was also curtailed due to the COVID-19 pandemic but we had a fantastic run in 
the FA Vase, reaching the Fifth Round for the first time in the club's history. We were unfortunate to 
lose on penalties to Binfield who went on to reach the final at Wembley - this was another excellent 
achievement from Anthony Clark's team. 
In the summer of 2021, the Football Association again carried out some restructuring of the National 
League System and we were moved from the Essex Senior League back into the Spartan South Mid-
lands League. It was a shame that we could not complete a full season in the Essex Senior League, and 
we enjoyed our time in that league and meeting some new clubs, but we now look forward to the 2021
-22 season back in the Spartan South Midlands League Premier Division. 









FIRST TEAM FIXTURES & RESULTS 



HARES HUNTED DOWN 

 

Wyllie and Sturgess strike to earn another three points 
 

Bob Rayner Reports 
 

RISBOROUGH RANGERS  2  HAREFIELD UNITED  0 

 

Harefield United put up a dogged fight in this Tuesday league fixture at the BEP Stadium, 
holding out until the 61st minute before Marcus Wyllie broke the deadlock. The first half 
saw a solid defensive display by the visitors, with some unorthodox goalkeeping denying 
Rangers on several occasions. A witty Twitter post by Harefield summed it up in one sen-
tence; Bus parked for the first 45. 0-0 at half-time. Lewis Patrick's fierce cross was taken at 
the near post in the first minute as Rangers were quick out of the traps. Gavin James then 
beat the keeper to a looping cross, his flick dropped to Wyllie who was tackled as he pre-
pared to shoot. Alex Kedzierski shot straight at the keeper from the edge of the box as the 
home side turned the screw. Next, James turned to chip onto the roof of the net. Some 
good wing play by Wyllie ended with the ball again dropping onto the net. A rare corner for 
United and Coles cleared to Wyllie who ran through the Harefield back line before slotting 
past the advancing keeper, only to strike the foot of the post. 20 minutes in and Kedzierski's 
shot is parried away with Coles unable to turn the loose ball home, the ensuing corner head-
ed over by James. The same player had a nice turn and low shot pushed away by the keeper 
before, this time heading the resultant corner wide. James again, this time slotting inches 
wide after good work from Coles. Harefield were already using every opportunity to waste 
time in order to nullify Rangers momentum but the home team continued to press. A su-
perb cross-field ball from Patrick found Wyllie who cut in from the right, firing just over. 
Harefield's first chance came on 44 minutes, a decent turn and shot, well held by Jack 
Brooker. The half finished with a brave header from James looping over the Harefield cross-
bar. 

 

The first minute of the second half showed the home team's intent when Patrick whipped in 
a pass and Gavin James' effort was deflected wide. Two minutes later and Sean Coles almost 
punished a mistake, his shot hitting the side netting from a good position. Wyllie then had 
his strike deflected for a corner, easily dealt with by the visitors. A good save followed after 
another clever turn and shot from James inside the United area, the loose ball hacked away. 
An hour played and Wyllie's free kick beat the wall before being scooped away by the busy 
United gloves-man. A minute later and Rangers finally took the lead. Wyllie again with a free 
kick outside the United 'D', his first strike hitting the wall and his second, from the rebound, 
volleyed in off the inside of the post for a spectacular opener. Cue Harefield's Twitter 
wag; Risborough moved the bus! Soon after and Brooker took a good catch from a Harefield 
free kick. A good move by Rangers in the 67th minute ended with another free kick on the 
edge of the Harefield area, this time Wyllie curled it around the wall where the keeper par-
ried into the path of the onrushing Ben Sturgess to calmly slam the loose ball home to make 



it two. The best move of the game came 30 minutes into the half . A good ball from the im-
pressive Keiron Schmidt out to Asher Yearwood. He then played a neat wall pass with Coles 
who backheeled his pass, before pushing the ball into the feet of James. Another great turn 
from the Rangers striker followed before he forced an excellent save with a fierce strike. 
Shortly after a surging run from left back Patrick opened up a shooting chance, the youngster 
firing over. James again showed his skills, another nice turn and shot, this time blocked by a 
timely tackle. The second half finished as did the first, with a half chance for the visitors, a 
weak header, easy for Brooker. A good three points against a decent side. Rangers will be 
hoping to carry on their good form when they take on Hadley at home in the Premier Cup 
Thursday evening (7.45KO) before returning to league action, again at home, this Saturday in 
the local derby with Holmer Green. Their penultimate league game follows next Tuesday 
evening at Tring Athletic. There are going to be some tired legs! 

 

Rangers Man of the Match: Alex Kedzierski I have lost count of how many MOM's AK has 
earned this season but once again he put in an awesome performance and showed his class. 
Like so many in this squad, a born winner. 
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PREMIER DIVISION 

SATURDAY’S FIXTURES 

Leverstock Green v Tring Athletic (1.00pm) 

London Colney v Harpenden Town (1.00pm) 

Ardley United v Aylesbury Vale Dynamos 

Baldock Town v Arlesey Town 

Broadfields United v Flackwell Heath 

Dunstable Town v Crawley Green 

Hadley v New Salamis 

Harefield United v Oxhey Jets 

Leighton Town v Milton Keynes Irish 

Risborough Rangers v Holmer Green 
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PLAYER SPONSORSHIP 2021/22 

Player Sponsorship for the 2021/22 season is now available. If you would like to sponsor your favourite player with acknowledgement in 

the matchday programme and on the club website. The cost of this is £100. If you are interested and want further information please 

contact Andy Woodward on 07713309669 or drop him an email at andywoodward9@sky.com 









Davis Boateng  
Billy Baird 
Luke Alfano 
Nnamdi Harold-Egole  
Solomon Ofori 
Jordan Edwards 
Yemi Buraimoh 
Zack Uribarri 
Luke Jupp 
Sam Edwards 
Ed Davis 
Cameron Ferguson 
Tom Milton 
Billy Hayes 
Aaron Scott 
Peter Rosemin 
Bradley Marriott 
Moses Carvelho 
Herbie Townsend 

RISBOROUGH 
RANGERS 

HADLEY 

Assistant Referees 
Lyn McGregor 

Daniel Burford 

Referee 
Christopher poole 

  1. Jack Brooker  
  2. Bertie Squires-Adams 
  3. Lewis Patrick 
  4. Joel Read   
  5. Josh Urquhart 
  6. Alex Kedzierski 
  7. Adam Morris 
  8. Asher Yearwood 
  9. Liam Enver-Marum 
10. Marcus Wyllie 
11. Sam Pekun 
12. Josh Fox 
14. Laurence Clark 
15. Sean Coles 
16. Ben Sturgess 
17. Aaron Jewell 
18. Gavin James 
19. Kieron Schmidt 
20. Justin Gordon 
21. Evans Lamboh 
22. Bailey Osborne 
23. Alex Sethi 
  

Manager:                             Mark Eaton 
Assistant:                            Jon Franklin 
Coach:                                        Alex Sethi 
Physio                         Harry Thurkettle 

manager:                       Anthony Clark    
Assistant:                          Junior Matti  
Coach:   Danny Plumb & Ercan Mehmet                                                   

Coach/Physio:             Adam Robinson                                                                                            


